National Stage of PCT Application No.: PCT/CH03/00370 
Amendment Dated: January 18, 2005 



AMENDMENT TO THE ABSTRACT 



The following abstract will replace all prior versions of the abstract in the 
application: 

^ABSTRACT 



Recumbent stacks of printed products are produced and strapped by supplying the 
printed products from above onto a conveying surface (2) where they are lined up in 
an upright position forming a continuously growing stack (6)^^by-separating discreet 
stacks (7) from the growing stack, by-stabilizing the discreet stacks with endplates 
(4), and by-conveying the stabilized stacks to a strapping position (12), in which a 
loop of strapping material is tightened around the stack (7). For conveying and 
strapping,, the isolated stack (7) is gripped between two compression jaws (10, 11) 
that extend b ei ng oxtond e d into the stack area (16) from a first side. In the strapping 
position (12), a strapping device (30) is situated on the side opposite sid e of the 
stack area (16). For strapping, at least part of the strapping device is moved 
horizontally in relation to the stack, and transverse to the stacking direction (S), sush 
thereby placing a loop of the strapping material around the stack. The loop is then 
tightened and closed around the stack and the compression jaws (10, 11) and the 
strapped stack is separated from the compression jaws by moving the stack (7) and 
the compression jaws (10, 11) i n r el ation relative to each other, horizontally and 
transverse to the stacking direction. For i so l ating th e d i scr ee t stacks from th e 
cont i nuous l y grow i ng stack, two r e tractable support olem e nts (1 4 , 15) ar e us e d, th e 
support e le m e nts b ei ng d e sign e d to b e both i ns e rt e d i n a ident i ca l placo of th e stack 
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area. Pos i t i oning of th e e ndp l at e s (4) is p e rform e d by ins e rt i ng th e m from abov e 
between th e two support e l e m e nts (14, 15) f or b e tw ee n a support ele m e nt (15) and 
a compr e ss i on jaw (11). Produc i ng and strapping of the r e cumb e nt stacks ar e 
advantag e ous du e to th e ir simp l ic i ty and th e short cyc le t i m e . 
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